A new admiral for the flagship  by Harris, David
Kidney International (2011) 80             899
editorialhttp://www.kidney-international.org
© 2011 International Society of Nephrology
David Harris, MD, BS, FRACP1
1Chair of the Search Committee, 
and Associate Dean and 
Head, Sydney Medical School, 
Westmead Hospital, The 
University of Sydney.
Correspondence: David 
Harris, C24-Westmead Hospital, 
The University of Sydney, NSW 
2006 Australia. 
E-mail: david.harris@sydney.
edu.au
O
ne of the most influential positions in 
international nephrology is the edi-
torship of Kidney International, the 
flagship journal of the International 
Society of Nephrology. Kidney International is an 
outstanding platform for presenting the very lat-
est and the best in nephro logy research—basic, 
translational, and clinical. Its academic success 
keeps the Society at the forefront of nephrologi-
cal science; its financial success supports the 
Society’s human itarian programs.
The evolving success of the journal depends 
arguably more on its editor than on any other 
individual. There has been an impressive lineage 
extending from Roscoe Robinson, the founding 
editor, through Thomas Andreoli and Saulo 
Klahr to Qais Al-Awqati, whose term as edi-
tor is drawing to a close. Each has been a peer-
less doyen of published nephrology. Synonyms 
for editor include proofreader and rewriter. In 
fact such words describe the antithesis of what 
a journal like Kidney International needs to 
continue its success. A successful editor must 
be more than a blue-penciling redactor. He or 
she must be someone who, by imprinting his or 
her personality onto the journal, can push it to 
another level—not a deskman, but rather some-
one who can bring a wealth of active experience 
as a clinician and researcher. In recent years the 
ISN has been lucky to have such an editor, one 
who has brought a new look, feel, and quality to 
the journal.
The ISN is after another individual who is 
not afraid to follow a hard act, someone who 
can lead Kidney International to a new level. 
Success will require not only personal ability 
and vision but also supportive colleagues at 
home and a dedicated editorial team. Under 
Qais Al-Awqati, Kidney International has this 
year been joined by Kidney International Sup-
plements, and in the near future an online 
open-access journal will be added. A challenge 
for the new editor will be to quickly but care-
fully guide these two companion journals to 
success and independence.
Separate surveys of the membership and of 
the leadership of the ISN earlier this year show 
that each group regards Kidney International as 
one of the main assets of the Society and of its 
individual members. Another challenge for the 
new editor will be to simultaneously advance the 
quality of its high-end science, maintain its rel-
evance to its readers and authors from around 
the world, and reflect and address the mission 
of the Society, that is, to advance the diagnosis, 
treatment, and prevention of kidney diseases in 
the developing and the developed world.
Applicants for this preeminent position 
are invited to submit a one-page expres-
sion of interest by 1 October 2011, with full 
applications due by 31 October. Shortlisted 
applicants will be interviewed during the 
American Society of Nephrology’s Kidney 
Week in Philadelphia. There should be a worthy 
successor to Qais in place early in 2012.
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